"RENEWER IF RELIGION"™ HADITH

The Prophet & said: “Truly Allah # shall send forth for this
Community, at the onset of every hundred years, someone / those
who will renew for it <the status of> its Religion.”1

The scholars agreed, among them Abiu Qilaba (d. 276) and Imam
Ahmad, that the “Renewer” narration signified ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd

al-*Aziz and then al-Shafi‘i.

Allah be well-pleased with them and grant us the baraka of their
knowledge.

'A sound hadtth by agreement of the hadith Masters cf. al-Suyiitt in Mirgat al-Su ‘iid ila Sunan Abi Dawiid as cited by al-
‘Azim Abadi in ‘Awn al-Ma ‘bid (4:182) who also cited the authentication of al-Zayn al-‘Iraqi as sahih, narrated “with a
strong chain” as stated by Ibn Hajar in Tawali al-Ta 'nis (p. 49) from Abi Hurayra by Abt Dawad in his Sunan, al-Hakim
(4:522), Tbn ‘Adi in the introduction to al-Kamil (1:152), al-Khatib in Tartkh Baghdad (2:61), al-Sakhawi in al-Magasid
al-Hasana (p. 121-122), al-*Ajluni in Kashf al-Khafa’ (1:243) — both declaring its chain sound and its narrators trustworthy
—, al-Munaw1 (2:281), al-Bayhaqi in Mandagqib al-Shafi T (1:53) and Ma ‘rifat al-Sunan, and Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr in al-Intiga’
(p- 126). Shaykh ‘Abd al-Fattah Abii Ghudda documented it at length at the conclusion of his edition of the latter (p. 341-

50)to show that some versions add the word “status” (amr).

As narrated in al-Bayhaqt’s Manaqib al-Shafi‘t (1:54), Ibn Hajar’s Tawali al-Ta'nis (p. 47-49), al-‘Ajlint’s Kashf al-
Khafa’, and elsewhere.



